Ensure that your Smoke and Carbon Monoxide (CO) detectors are working correctly and have fresh batteries.
Check your outside fuel exhaust vents, making sure that they are not obstructed by snow or ice. Never use cooking
equipment intended for outside use indoors as a heat source or cooking device
This storm has the potential to bring widespread power outages, so take the opportunity to fully charge your cell
phone, laptop, and any other devices in advance of a power outage. You may wish to take the opportunity before
any power outage occurs to pay any bills that you usually handle electronically.
Keep extra batteries for your phone in a safe place or purchase a solar-powered or hand crank charger. These
chargers are good emergency tools to keep your laptop and other small electronics working in the event of a
power outage. If you own a car, purchase a car phone charger because you can charge your phone if you lose
power at your home.
Gas up you automobiles because many local filling stations may also lose their ability to pump gas.
To keep pipes from freezing, wrap them in insulation or layers of newspapers, covering the newspapers with
plastic to keep out moisture. Let faucets drip a little to avoid freezing.
If you use medical equipment in your home that requires electricity, talk to your health care provider about how
you can prepare for its use during a power outage. Ensure you have extra batteries for medical equipment and
assistive devices.
Be a good neighbor. Check in on friends, family, and neighbors, particularly those most susceptible to extreme
temperatures and power outages such as seniors and those with access and functional needs.
Download the free Massachusetts Alerts app to your smartphone to receive important weather alerts and
messages from MEMA. Easy instructions are available at www.mass.gov/mema/mobileapp.

